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collection of taxes more stringent than It had been issi.
before. Neither Frere nor Wolseley understood
the dangerous temper of the burghers, and when
Colley came out in June 1880 he was told by
Lanyon that organised resistance to British power
was Impossible. Sir George Colley's reputation In
India stood very high both as a soldier and as an
administrator. His appointment, made by the
Conservative Ministry and not disturbed by their
successors, was to succeed Sir Garnet Wolseley
as High Commissioner of South-East Africa, with
chief command of the forces in Natal and the
Transvaal.1 He found the Boers, who had hoped
to recover their independence if the Liberals ob-
tained a majority, exasperated by the unfavourable
decision of the Liberal Government Desertions
from the British garrisons, especially from the
dragoons, were frequent.2 But more serious even
than desertions was the complacent satisfaction of
Sir Owen Lanyon with things as they were, or
rather as they seemed. So late as the llth of
December he wrote to Colley about the Boers,
" They are incapable of any united action, and they
are mortal cowards, so anything they may do will
be but a spark in the pan."3 President Brand of the Boer nsmg.
Orange Free State, an honest and sagacious friend of
both sides who was not deceived by appearances, sent
an urgent message of warning to Cape Town. Sir Dec. e.
Battle Frere had been recalled, and his successor,
Sir Hercules Robinson, had not arrived from New
Zealand. The message was forwarded by post to Brand's
London, and nothing was done. Meanwhile thewainmg'
Boer Republic was proclaimed at Heidelberg, and Dec. m
Sir Owen Lanyon was surrounded at Pretoria.
Of the five other British garrisons all were invested,

1  The civil administration of the Transvaal remained with Sir Owen
Lanyon.

2  Butler's Ufe of Volley, p. 259.                    3 Ibid. p. 268.